By J. La.cy Firth, M.D., M.S., F.R.C.S., Assistant Surgeon to the Bristol General Hospital. In all cases of retention oE urine, with the exception of some in which a stone is impacted in the urethra of boys, the proper treatment, when possible, is to pass a catheter and to draw off the urine. In many cases nothing is easier than to relieve the trouble in this way. In other cases, however, it is difficult to pass a catheter, and certain methods have to be used to surmount the difficulties. A catheter can be passed easily in those caces oE retention due to shock, fevers such as typhoid, acute and chronic {.e.g., tabes and myelitis) diseases o? the central nervous system, peritonitis, and to certain operations, e.g , those on the anup, and those for the cure of hernia, hydrocele, and varicocele. In this class of case select a highly polished Jacque3 catheter with bevelled eye. If there is any difficulty with that use an English silk-web catheter, with solid end, or French gum-elastic olivary catheter.
Whichever of these instruments is used, and there is little to choose between them, let it be of medium size, 7-9 English, and well lubricated with oil. 
